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PREFACE

This species profile is one of a series on coastal aquatic organisms,
principally fish, of sport, commercial, or ecological importance. The profiles
are designed to provide coastal managers, engineers, and biologists with a brief
comprehensive sketch of the biological characteristics and environmental
requirements of the species and to describe how populations of the species may be
expected to react to environmental changes caused by coastal development. Each
profile has sections on taxonomy, 1ife history, ecological role, environmental
requirements, and economic importance, if applicable. A three-ring binder is
used for this series so that new profiles can be added as they are prepared.
This project is jointly planned and financed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Suggestions or questions regarding this report should be directed to one of
the following addresses.

Information Transfer Specialist
National Coastal Ecosystems Team
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
NASA-S1idell Computer Complex
1010 Gause Boulevard

Slidel1l, LA 70458

or

U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station
Attention: WESER-C
Post Office Box 631
Vicksburg, MS 39180
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Figure 1.

American eel.

AMERICAN EEL

NOMENCLATURE/TAXONOMY /RANGE

Scientific name...... Anguilla rostrata

Preferred common name......... American
eel (Figure 1)

Other common nameS........... Anguille,

yellow eel, green eel, black eel,
1ittle eel, bronze eel, glass eel,
silver eel, river eel

LT 1 Osteichthyes
Order...c.cvevineanennnn. Anguilliformes
Family...ooverrnneennennnns Anguillidae

Geographic range: Adults or various
developmental stages commonly occur
in freshwater, coastal waters, and
the open ocean from the southern tip
of Greenland, Labrador, and
Newfoundland southward along the
Atlantic coast of North America,

into the Gulf of Mexico as far as
Tampico, Mexico, and in Panama, the
Greater and Lesser Antilles, and
southward to the northern portion of
the east coast of South America
(Tesch 1977). The species is
abundant in the North Atlantic
states (Figure 2), the eastern
Canadian provinces, and southward to
Mexico; it is resident in the
Mississippi Valley, and occurs in
the West Indies and Bermuda. Bertin
(1956) reported the Tlatitudinal
range for the American eel as 5° to
62° N. It occurs in warm brackish
and freshwater streams, estuaries,
and coastal rivers, and sometimes in
cold freshwater trout streams in
mountainous regions. Its distribu-
tion has increased because of its
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Figure 2. Major rivers that

support the American eel in the North Atlantic

United States. Eels also are common in other freshwater tributaries and in

bays and estuaries.























































































