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PREFACE 

This species p r o f i l e  i s  one o f  a ser ies  on coastal  aquat ic  organisms, 
p r i n c i p a l l y  f i sh ,  o f  sport,  commercial, o r  eco log ica l  importance. The p r o f i l e s  
are designed t o  provide coastal managers, engineers, and b i o l o g i s t s  w i t h  a b r i e f  
comprehensive sketch o f  the b i  01 og ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and envi ronmental requi  re-  
rnents o f  the  species and t o  describe hur populat ions o f  t h e  species may be 
expected t o  reac t  t o  envi ronmental changes caused by coastal  development. Each 
p r o f i l e  has sect ions on taxonomy, 1 i f e  h i s to ry ,  eco log ica l  ro le ,  environmental 
requirements, and economic importance, i f  appl icable. A th ree- r ing  b inder  i s  
used f o r  t h i s  ser ies  so t h a t  new p r o f i l e s  can be added as they are  prepared. 
Th is  p r o j e c t  i s  j o i n t l y  planned and financed by the U.S. Army Corps o f  Engineers 
and the  U.S. Fish and U i l d l i f e  Service. 

Suggestions o r  questions regarding t h i s  repo r t  should be d i rec ted  to:  
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