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PREFACE

This saries of profiles about coastal aquatic species of coammercial,
sport, and/or ecoloqgical significance is heing jointly develoned and funded hy
the J.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and llildlife Service. It
is designed to provide coastal managers, engineers, and field hinlogists with
an introduction to the subject species and a synopsis of the information
necessary to relate expected changes (associated with coastal developrment) in
the physicochemical characteristics of estuaries to changes in these selected
biological populations. Fach profile includes brief sections on taxonomy and
identification followed hy a narrative of life history, environnental require-
ments, ecological role, and (where applicable) the fishery of the subject
species. A three-ring binder is used for this series to facilitate additions
as new profiles are prepared.

Suggestions or questions regarding this report should he directed to:

Information Transfer Specialist
National Coastal Ecosystems Team
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
HASA-S1idel1 Computer Complex
1010 Gause Boulevard

Slidel1, LA 70458

or

U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station
Attention: WESES

Post Office Box 631
Vicksburg, MS 39180

or

U.S. Army Coastal FEngineering Research Center
Kingman Building
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

This series should be refarenced as fallows:

J.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1983. Species profiles: Tife histories and
environnental requirements, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division
of Biological Services, FWS/0BS-82/11. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, TR
EL-82-4,

This profile should be cited as follows:

tassuy, D.R. 1983, Species wnrofiles: 1life histories and environiental

requirements (Gulf of Mexico) -- Gulf menhaden. .S, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Division of Biological Services, FWS/0BS-82/11.2. !1.5.

Army Corps of Engineers, TR EL-82-4, 13 ppn.



Figure 1.

Gulf menhaden.

GULF MENHADEN

NOMENCLATURE /TAXONOMY /RANGE

Scientific name . . Brevoortia patronus

Goode

Preferred common name.
(Figure 1)

Other common names . .
large-scale menhaden

. Gulf menhaden

. Pogy, sardine,

Class . . . . « « o v o . Osteichthyes
Order . . . . . . . ... Clupeiformes
Family . . . . . . . .. . Clupeidae

Geographic range: Nearshore marine and
estuarine waters from Cape Sable,
Florida, to Veracruz, Mexico, with
centers of abundance off Louisiana
and Mississippi (Figure 2).

MORPHOLOGY /IDENTIFICATION AIDS'
D. 17-21; A. 20-23; P. 14-17; Sc.

36-50; Gr. 40-150. Scales large, in
irregular rows; opercular striae long
and distinct; predorsal scales enlarged
as in other menhaden.

Color in 1life: Body silvery,
greenish on back, with dark humeral
spot and usually a series of smaller
spots behind humeral one; caudal fin
with dark margin; other fins often
yellowish.  Suttkus (1956) described
the morphological changes during the
transformation from larvae to juveniles
in Gulf menhaden.

1Large]y extracted from Walls (1975)
and Hoese and Moore (1977). See these
references for explanations of abbre-
viations and measurements.

















































