
Although women now outnumber men in American 
colleges nationwide, the reversal of the gender gap is a 
very recent phenomenon. The fight to learn was a 
valiant struggle waged by many tenacious 
women—across years and across cultures—in our 
country. After the American Revolution, the notion of 
education as a safeguard for democracy created 
opportunities for girls to gain a basic education—based 
largely on the premise that, as mothers, they would 
nurture not only the bodies but also the minds of 
(male) citizens and leaders. The concept that 
educating women meant educating mothers endured 
in America for many years, at all levels of education. 
Pioneers of secondary education for young women 
faced arguments from physicians and other “experts” 
who claimed either that females were incapable of 
intellectual development equal to men, or that they 
would be harmed by striving for it. Women’s 
supposed intellectual and moral weakness was also 
used to argue against coeducation, which would surely 
be an assault on purity and femininity. Emma Willard, 
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Artist Information Sheet
The U.S. Geological Survey National Wetlands Research 
Center (NWRC) welcomes you to our 2012 Women’s 
History Month celebration. We are honored that you are 
allowing us to showcase your art.

The exhibit will be open to the public from 8:00 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m., Monday, March 19, through Friday, March 23.   
An opening reception will be held Monday, March 19, 
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Setup is scheduled for Thursday and Friday, March 15 
and 16, at NWRC. Pieces will be accepted as early as 
Tuesday, March 13; however, all pieces must be delivered 
no later than 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14.  You 
may pick up your piece beginning at 7:30 a.m. Monday, 
March 26; all pieces must be picked up no later than  
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 27.

We are trying to accommodate as many artists as possible. Because of space limitations, we ask that each artist submit no 
more than two pieces. Note that we may need to reduce the per-artist limit to one piece.

Tables will be available in the NWRC main conference room for three-dimensional pieces; there may be multiple displays 
per table.  Wall art will be hung down the main corridor and in the main conference room. A minimal number of easels  
will be available.  Please bring any display materials (e.g., pedestals, stands, easels) you normally use for these types  
of events.  

Your name and the title of the piece will be displayed along with your art. A table will be available for your business cards, 
brochures, and price lists. No sales may take place on the premises.

NWRC reserves the right to refuse any piece for display, in accordance with Federal government ethics guidelines.  

Security will be provided by NWRC for the duration of the exhibit.
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